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Meanwhile Doughty, with the Academy article and his epic. The
Dawn of Britain, in his hand, appeared one day at Duckworth's
office, where Edward Garnett was then working. The result was
that Duckworth's not only published The Dawn of Britain, but also
the abridged edition of the earlier work, Wanderings in Arabia.1 It
was Edward Garnett's friendship with T. E. Lawrence that brought
about the publication of Seven Pillars of Wisdom.
While the younger houses were thus advancing in the van of the
new literary movements, some of the older firms were still leading
the way in the main stream of English letters. The most public-
spirited private enterprise of all, and the finest monument to his
memory, was George Smith's Dictionary of National Biography. This
princely undertaking was planned by the publisher and carried
through to the end on a scale and with a completeness which he
knew would cost a fortune and leave no hope of pecuniary reward.
When the original work was completed in his lifetime, in the summer
of 1900, the event was commemorated at several public banquets,
and at a luncheon in the publisher's honour at the Mansion House,
as well as at a small dinner party which Edward vn, then Prince of
Wales, honoured by his presence. George Smith lived only a few
months longer, dying in April of the following year at the age of
seventy-seven.
1 Gerald Duckworth died on 3Oth September 1937. The firm was then reorganised
and maintains its high traditions at its old headquarters at Govent Garden.